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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 





ARTICLE I.— Dysentaria Intermittent. By Henry W. 

Davis, M.D., Paris, Tl. 

During the past summer and autumnal months, various locali- 
ties in the eastern portion of our state were visited by an epidemic 
of flux, which, in all places, was of rather an aggravated charae- 
ter, and in some it assumed a very virulent type, In no place 
that I could hear of were the attacks of this disease character- 
ized by so many alarming symptoms at the outset, nor did they 
present so many phases difficult to control, as peculiarized those 
cases which occurred in the town of~Paris and its vicinity, It 
is of this epidemic, as it fell under my observation, that I wish 


_ to say a few words, confining myself exclusively to its pathology 


and therapeutics, I will not attempt anything like a topograph- 
ical history of the disease, as it had no defined limits, and ap- 
peared to affiliate with none of the tangible causes, which are 
too often readily found and easily recognized as the promoters, 
if not the originators, of poisons productive of fatal diseases. 

It is true it orignated among persons who were surrounded 
by every auxiliary calculated to invite an attack of the disease 
in any shape, to render it more virulent in character, and pre- 
dispose it to a fatal termination; while, from the length of time 
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which it remained confined to one spot, hopes were entertained 
that it would be limited to the household among whom it first 
made its appearance. But its gradual spread disabused our 
minds of the idea that it might have been the result of some 
local cause, and convinced us that the origin of the disease was 
not only general in its character, but that its influence would 
be pretty generally felt and manifested. Under all circumstan- 
ces, and in all places, it made its appearance; filth seemingly 
offered no attractions, nor added to its virulence—cleanliness 
presented no safeguard, nor abated one jot of its severity. 

Manifesting these characteristics, it was not strange that we 
should look among the many morbific causes engendered in the , 
climate, and which are peculiar to the sloughs and swamps of 
the Wabash Valley; for the controling influence, if not the 
specific cause of the disease—and I think the evidence of the 
operation of at least one of them, was so unequivocal as not to 
leave the slightest doubt on the mind of any one who sought 
the sources and examined the workings of the disorder. 

Having myself started but a short time since in the practice 
of medicine, and selecting a field of operation in the Valley of 
the Wabash, I was, to a great extent, unprepared to recognize 
the almost unlimited control which the malaria of this region 
exerts on many diseases which, to a casual observer, are ap- 
parently extraneous to its influence. Diseases which have 
hitherto been regarded as idiopathic in their character, arising. 
from certain specified causes, running a peculiarly independent 
course, and controlled by remedies which seemingly had no im- 
mediate bearing upon, or connection with, the antagonistic 
agents of malaria, are found to be the veritable offspring of the ) 
great father of western diseases. I do not wish to be under- 
stood as asserting that diseases of a similar nature may not 
arise when the specific poison does not exist; but when they do 
fall within the sphere of its influence, they maintain all the es- 
sential characteristics pertaining to diseases of a strictly mala- 
rious origin: the same class of symptons is recognized, and the 
same remedies are indicated for their subjection. 

Of all the diseases thus brought within the control of mias- 
matic poison, there is not one in which the effects of said poison 
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are more peculiarly manifested than in the one under considera- 
tion. It is a disease which may and does prevail in localities 
where the malaria of intermittents is unknown; but that does 
not militate against the fact that, as the disease prevails among 
us during the summer and autumnal months, it not only ap- 
pears to be completely under the sway of miasmatic poison, but 
it may be said to be the direct effect of it. 

I believe that there is more malarious influence exerted in 
this disease, even in sporadic cases, and that it is to a greater ex- 
tent under its specific control, than any other which may arise 
independent of the poison. And when the disease is in the 
form of an epidemic prevailing over a large extent of country, 
and where the most marked symptons are manifested in almost 
every case, all indicating the one and only morbific cause, I 
think I hazard little in saying that dysentery, in its epidemic 
form, as it obtained with us during the past summer, is just as 
much a consequence of the malaria generated and evolved in 
this region, as is ague or any of its kindred complaints. 

It is universally admitted that when there exists any general 
morbific cause, unless it involves some specific poison, nature, 
after presenting every obstacle to its encroachments, will suc- 
cumb in that portion of the human organism previously debili- 
tated, or upon which the causes of disease most readily exert 
their influence; and thus results a variety of diseases from a 
similar cause. In our climate, surcharged as the atmosphere is 
with morbific influences, there must be one or more of the organs 
essential to life which will be subjected to their control; and there 
will be generally an attending derangement of the organ or 
organs, in the great majority of cases, which will require 
especial attention and treatment. So universally is this the 
case, that we are always on the alert to ascertain the condition 
of the suspected part prior to forming an opinion in any disease. 

The liver, by far the largest and most important of all the se- 
cerning organs, is the one upon which the impress of malarious 
_ poison is first felt and soonest manifested; and to it, in a de- 
ranged condition, do I look for the fountain and origin of the 
disease called flux. To be more explicit, I will say that I re- 
gard the irritation, inflammation, and congestion of the mucous 
19* 
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membrane of the intestine, sequele of an existing disorder of 
the biliary organ, and that disorder to be the result of malari- 
ous poison acting upon it. 

The first result, at least we will assume it to be such, of the 
impress of the poison is congestion; and admitting that there 
are no other organic derangements, we think that alone is suf- 
ficient to produce all the sequents which are attendant upon an 
attack of flux. When this congestion obtains, the primary re- 
sult is deficient secretion of bilious matter, or the production of 
a vitiated article unfit to serve the purposes for which nature 
designed it; or providing that the secretion of bile is not sus- 
pended, its elimination is obstructed to a degree that renders 
its passage into the intestine a thing impossible. Hence we 
have an entire absence of bilious discharges in dysentery; and 
whether we look upon it as obstructed elimination or morbid 
secretion, it is in either case calculated to bring on an irritable 
condition of the mucous membrane of the intestine, and which 
may be regarded as the commencement of the disease in that part. 
The second consequence of the hepatic congestion, is the mechan- 
ical obstruction which is presented to the return of the blood 
through the natural channels to the heart; the equilibrum of the 
circulation is destroyed, and consequently it is thrown back, or 
kept back, in the veins, and held as it were inert. The mesen- 
teric veins receive their share of the suspended blood; and, in 
turn, the capillary net work, which is spread over the mucous 
tissues of the large intestine, becomes surcharged with an undue 
quantity. 

Here, then, we have irritation of the intestines, from the 
altered or suspended secretion of bile, with that amount of con- 
gestion which is always attendant upon irritation, and we also 
have the congestion which is the result of the engorgement of the 
portal circle. The sequents of this condition of things are, as I 
conceive, the following: altered secretion from the surface of the 
mucous membrane from the want of proper stimulus in the shape 
of healthy bile, and from the congestion which prevents the nor- 
‘mal action of the secreting vessels; rupture of the capillaries 
from over distension, and an. effort on the part of nature to re- 
lieve the congestion; and inflammation which results from over- 
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distension and rupture—blood and mucous thus find their way 
into the intestines, and we have the discharges which are char- 
acteristic of dysentery. 

This, in a few words, is an outline of what I believe to be the 
true pathology of flux. It might be carried still further through 
allits sympathetic derangements, whereby other organs become 
involved, and the whole organism made subservient to the dis- 
ease; but neither this, nor any of the untoward symptons which 
may indicate these extraneous lesions, will mar or in any degree 
interfere with the pathological account of the disease, as I have 
here attempted to write it. It is no new theory, so far as its mala- 
rious origin is maintained; and yet those who have endorsed it 
heretofore have, it seems, signally failed in applying those reme- 
dies which a rational accordance with this pathological view 
would suggest, and we can scarcely hope to arrive at any suc- 
cessful plan of treatment, until our views with regard to the 
pathology of the disease are well settled upon a reasonable basis, 
and the remedy selected in unison with it. 

Now, the question arises, what shall the agent or agents be 
which such a morbid condition of the system demands for relief? 
I believe there is not a practitioner of medicine who has not at 
times felt the inefficiency of the means recommended by the 
ablest authority, and which belong to the usual routine of treat- 
ment when called upon to prescribe for the disease. As for 
myself, although having but little experience in the complaint as 
a medical adviser, I never felt any confidence or satisfaction in 
conducting a case of dysentery either after the ordinary mode 
as prescribed in the text-books, or the plan pursued in hospital 
practice in the East—as it was always impossible for me to say 
with any certainty whether my patient would be better or worse 
during the coming twenty-four hours. I gave the usual reme- 
dies without much faith in their power to do good, and left the 
case in the hands of Providence until the next visit. Among 
these remedies the most prominent were mercurials, opiates, 
. mineral and vegetable astringents, oleaginous and terebinthinate 
preparations. With them, or in spite of them, most of the 
patients got well; yetin many cases it was questionable whether 
the disease or the patient would come off the best. They cer- 
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tainly did not work satisfactorily ; and I was ready and willing 
to adopt any other mode of practice which bore the appearance 
of rationality and promised a better success. Holding, as I did, 
the pathological views I have here attempted to recite, and believ- 
ing them to be true, I could not consistently follow the old track, 
but was compelled to discard the former method of cure, and 
adopt something in accordance with these views, mercury was no 
longer admissible, because it failed to meet the end for which its 
exhibition was designed. If any good resulted, it was temporary, 
and was more than counterbalanced by the irritation it produced 
in the already irritated organs; and it in no wise contributed to 
produce that condition of things which must precede a cure, and 
through which it can alone be effected. It is true it produced 
its specific effect on the liver, and one or two bilious discharges 
were the result; but this had but a small tendency to cure the 
disease. It relieved little or none of the existing congestion, 
and added to, rather than allayed, the irritation; and I have no 
faith whatever in the doctrine which teaches that the passage of 
bilious matter over the inflamed surface of the intestine has a 
tendency to restore it to a normal condition. So far from it, I 
believe it has a diametrically opposite effect. Every unhealthy 
secretion eliminated from the secerning organs is an irritant; 
and the matter evolved from the liver, in its abnormal condition, 
instead of acting as a curative, only adds fuel to the flame. 
Astringents, which have always been regarded as powerful 
adjuvants to a mercurial practice, and upon which many place 
their whole reliance, had to be discarded, because they had a 
direct tendency to counteract the efforts which the Vis Medica- 
trix Nature might make to produce relief; and also to militate 
against the good effects which proper remedies might engender. 
If the pathology here laid down is correct, not one good and 
sufficient reason can be given to justify their employment. If 
they act topically, they increase the amount of irritation, and 
operate against the only effort which nature can make to relieve 
the congestion of the mucous membrane of the intestine. If 
taken into the circulation by absorption, their force is spent 
upon the arteries, producing a reduction of their calibre, and, 
of necessity, forcing upon the already distended veins the sur- 
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plus blood. And, moreover, it seems to be bad policy to give 
any remedy which has a tendency to retain within the intestine 
the effete matter which is thrown off as the debris of the dis- 
ease; so that of all the remedies which had been previously 
used by me, I should feel myself authorized in employing but 
one, and that is opium. 

Before speaking of the remedial agents, (which, in my hands, 
seemed to have a happy and almost specific effect in removing 
the morbid condition of the affected organs, and a tendency to 
coincide with the efforts of nature to restore them to a normal 
condition,) I wish to say a few words in relation to what I 
believe to be the leading object to be attained in the treatment 
of flux, and without which no immediate or permanent amend- 
ment can take place. 

Having endeavored to show that the whole train of symptoms 
connected with the disease is a consequence of a deranged con- 
dition of the liver, and that derangement involving congestion 
as the leading sequent of the morbific effects of malaria: the 
primary object would be the relief of the organ from engorge- 
ment, and the restoration of the balance of circulation; as suc- 
cess, in accomplishing this, would be as certainly followed by a 
removal of the enteric symptoms. When the liver pours ite 
contents into the intestines, the mechanical obstruction to the 
return of the blood to the heart is removed; the circulation 
becomes equalized, and it is no longer forced back into the 
abdominal veins, and thence through their ultimate ramifica- 
tions, which constitute the capillary net-work of the mucous 
tissue. Nature is no longer powerless in the disease, but can 
exert all the resources of her economy to assist in bringing 
about convalescence. The cause of the disease is virtually 
removed; and, simultaneous with the disgorgement of the por- 
tal circle, we have a cessation of the bloody mucus discharges, 
release from the tenesmus and tormina, and the substitution of 
bilious alvine dejections, which, when continuous, are a certain 
_ indication of returning health. It may be, that some of you 
will detect in the foregoing sketch of the pathology of dysen- 
tery, many imperfections and discrepancies which my experience 
has caused me to overlook; yet it does seem to me, that there 
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is something reasonable in it: and when we follow the disease 
from its rise to its termination, and consider, in connection with 
it, the evidences of its decline, the whole seems to work together 
very nicely. 

In speaking of the treatment of the disease, little need be 
said, as it is simple in its character, although not more so than 
it is effective and satisfactory in its results. It has been highly 
recommended, and, in the hands of some practitioners, eminently 
successful. It is not a new idea, as it was employed and its use 
advocated many years ago, although I had nowhere seen any 
account which attempted to put the practice in connection with 
the pathology of the disease, until I met with an essay from the 
pen of Dr. Read, of Terre Haute. He is the first writer I have 
read after, who explained the modus operandi of the saline 
treatment, and placed it upon a strict physiolgical and patho- 
logical basis; and, although I differ with him as to the ways 
and means through which the remedy produces its specific 
effects, still, the reasons adduced by him are sufficiently strong 
to warrant its employment; whilst the peculiar ideas which 
others may entertain, in nowise operate against, but serve to 
strengthen, the rationality of the practice. 

Sulphate of magnesia, or epsom salts, is the remedy which I 
used in the treatment of flux during the past summer; and with 
it, I have not only had the satisfaction of seeing my patients 
recover, but I felt a confidence in it which I derived from the 
use of no other remedy; and, I must say, that it comes nearer 
a specific than any medicine ever employed by me. I tested it 
fully and fairly; and in but few instances did it fail to endorse 
the praises which had been bestowed upon it. In many cases 
I trusted to it alone, and, with but few exceptions, it succeeded 
in bringing about the great desideratum: that is, producing and 
maintaining free and copious bilious discharges. In some 
instances, where the symptoms were of a serious character, I 
employed other remedies as adjuvants to a tentative treatment; 
but this was the remedy upon which I most relied, and which I 
never failed to use. With regard to its operation, I will say, 
that I view its effects as being altogether topical; that it pro- 
duces relief by its action upon the parts secondarily affected in 
the disease; and that it is a depletive and a tonic. 
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When the salts are administered, their first operation, after 
leaving the stomach, is upon the duodenum, which is the prim- 
ary intestinal receptacle of the bilious matter, and into which 
the ductis communis opens. The closure of the mouth of this 
duct, I regard as one of the sequents of the hepatic derange- 
ment, and one of the main obstacles to the passage of the 
bilious secretions into the intestine. This obstruction of the 
duct is occasioned by the congestion which is consequent upon 
irritation; for whi irritatio ubi fluxas, is a truism which is appli- 
cable to all parts of the human organism. The saline mixture 
here produces its first impression towards the removal of the 
disease or its causes: it operates upon the mucous surface of the 
intestine where the duct terminates, and, by depleting the con- 
gested capillaries, it not only removes the mechanical obstruc- 
tion to the passage of the bile, but it invites its flow through its 
proper channels. 

But it is not here alone that its good effects are manifested, 
for, during its passage through the prime viz, as it passes over 
the inflamed and congested surface of the intestines, its peculiar 
operations are produced here as elsewhere. Copious serous 
discharges are produced; the engorged vessels are relieved; 
and nature, no longer overtasked, can exert herself to assist in 
removing the superabundant blood. The secretory vessels cease 
to be inactive, and resume their labors, and thus the medicine 
comes to be regarded as a tonic. 

The two great objects in the treatment of flux, are in this 
way reached: First, the relief of the engorgement of the liver; 
and, secondly, the equalization of the circulation. The mode 
of preparing the salts, is to make a saturated solution in mint 
water, adding sufficient comp. spts. lavender to color‘it nicely 
and impart a pleasant flavor. The dose is one tea-spoonful 
every two hours. 

The other agents used by me, in connection with the salts, 
were opium and quinine; both of them were essentially neces- 
sary in some cases, while the latter is imperatively demanded 
in almost all. With regard to the employment of the first, I 
must say, that in this disease, I accord to it more than the 
properties of a sedative. I used it in every case where there 
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was any considerable amount of pain, or great annoyance from 
frequent calls to the chamber; and gave it in large doses, (say 
from 1 to 2 grs., according to the urgency of the symptoms,) 
and repeated it every two or three hours, until relief was 
obtained. I usually exhibited it at night; always regarding 
the rest and freedom from pain which the patient might enjoy 
from its influence, as essentially necessary to husband the 
strength, and aid the visrecuperandis ; and when, after using 
the salts from ten to twelve consecutive hours, bilious discharges 
were not produced, one or two large doses of opium seldom 
failed to be followed by the desired result. The effects of the 
opium are, I judge, manifested in the relief of the muscular 
contraction which is attendant upon irritation. Not only the 
mouth of the ductus communis, but the smallest capillaries are 
in a state of tonic contraction from this cause. The opium, in 
large doses, has a tendency to relieve this, and materially to 
assist in removing the mechanical obstructions to the free exit 
of bile and the regularity of the circulation. 

Quinine is the last, but not the least, important of the reme- 
dies which I think are indicated by the symptomatology of flux. 
It is eminently essential in preventing the organic congestion, 
after relief is obtained by the use of other remedies; and its 
administration is strongly indicated by the fact, that in no 
serious case of flux, where the symptoms were sufficiently 
aggravated to require close attention and observation, did I fail 
to detect a periodical exacerbation. I did not expect it or 
recognize it by a chill, or the febrile symptoms consequent 
upon it; but if, during the twenty-four hours, I was enabled to 
ascertain that, at any particular period, there were manifest 
any evidences, either extraneous to the disease or immediately 
connected with it, I regarded it as sufficient indication for the 
use of quinine, and administered it accordingly. 

Often there were no other manifestations than an increase of 
pain, attended with more frequent calls to the chamber. Some- 
times it was denoted by difficult breathing; but, let the indica- 
tion be what it would, if it retained periodicity as one of its 
characteristics, I did not hesitate to use quinine, and that, too, 
in very decisive doses. 
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If I have succeeded in what I designed, I have shown how 
flux is a consequence of the operation of malaria upon the liver; 
and in what way the sulphate of magnesia operates in relieving 
the morbid condition of the afflicted parts; how opium acts, not 
only as a palliative, but as an effective adjuvant to the saline 
treatment; and the necessity which the symptoms indicate for 
the use of quinine to obviate the return of the congestion. I may 
have enlarged upon some points that were of little interest, and 
left untouched those that merited particular notice; but it would 
have been adding prolixity to what is already too long, to have 
attempted a more extensive view of the subject, while it would 
be impossible to carry an essay much further without trying 
the patience beyond reasonable limits. 





ARTICLE II.—Laceration of the Cornea of Both Eyes, dur- 
ing a Convulsion. Reported by J. W. McKrnyey, M.D., of 
New Albany, Ill. 


The following unusual case came under my observation 
recently, a brief outline of which I send you; and you are at 
liberty to dispose of it as you may think best. 

The patient was a child, three years old, step-daughter to 
Robert Richey. For eight or ten days preceding my first visit, 
the child had suffered from tertian intermittent, of a mild form, 
scarcely attracting the attention of the parents—not sufficiently 
so to resort to medication. On the day previous to my being 
called, it had a light chill, followed by an exacerbation, which 
passed off in a few hours, and in a short time it seemed as 
cheerful as usual. 

Saturday Morning, April 19th, 1856.—I was summoned by 
the step-father to see the case, who stated, that the child, soon 
after awaking from sleep in the morning, was attacked with 
convulsions. Qn visiting the patient, I found it lying on the 
bed with its head and shoulders elevated by means of pillows, 
and in a state of deepcoma. The eyes were closed, pulse quick 
and frequent, breathing somewhat labored, head hot, while the 
general heat of the surface was little, if any, above that of the 
natural temperature. Slight spasmodic jerking of the upper 
extremities still were present, which readily subsided on the 
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application of cold water to the head, with mustard drafts to 
the wrists and ankles. 

There was nothing peculiar in the symptoms, beyond that of 
ordinary convulsions of children, to attract my attention, except 
the coma, which I thought to be of a deeper lethargic character 
than was usual in such cases. I accordingly ordered a continu- 
ation of refrigerants to the head and drafts to the extremities, 
so long as the head remained preternaturally hot; and pre- 
scribed a brisk cathartic of calomel, 10 grs.; turpentine, thirty 
drops; mixed with a dessert-spoonful of castor oil; to be 
administered so soon as the patient was sufficiently recovered 
to swallow. 

On the morning of the 20th, when again visiting the patient, 
I learned that the cathartic dose had been given, which acted 
freely during the night, and that there had been no return of 
convulsions; but that the deep coma had continued, and it was 
with difficulty the patient could be aroused so as to swallow 
anything when put into its mouth. 

On raising the upper lids of the eyes, (which had been kept 
constantly closed since the convulsion the previous morning,) I 
discovered a laceration of the cornea of both eyes. 

The lacerations were both transverse, pointing to the outer 
and inner canthus, and just below the lower border of the pupils, 
presenting smooth edges as though they had been cut by a 
sharp instrument. The rent in the left eye, extended entirely 
across the cornea; while that of the right, extended from the 
inner border of the cornea, or that next the greater canthus, 
only about two-thirds across its diameter, in the direction just 
stated. 

The eyes were slightly flattened in front, from the escape of 
a portion of the aqueous humor through the rent, which imparted 
a dim contracted appearance to the sound portions of the cor- 
nea. : 

Acute inflammation of the conjunctiva of the left eye was set 
up, radiating from the two extreme points of the laceration. 

Together with all this, there was complete paralysis of the 
left arm—an evidence of a more serious lesion in the brain and 
nerve centre. I stated to the parents my apprehensions of the 
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existence of this serious lesion; while exhibiting to them the 
rent in the visual organs, which till now they were not aware 
of. 

With a view to palliate and sustain for a time the already 
sinking energies, I prescribed calomel, 1 gr.; quinine, 2 grs.; 
every four hours, till six doses were given, provided the patient 
could be had to swallow: and ordered lead-water and laudanum 
to be applied to the eyes; blisters to the temples; volatile lini- 
ment to the back of the neck and along the spine; with cold 
water to the head, whenever the surface was preternaturally 
hot. This treatment was persevered in with such alterations as 
the condition of the patient seemed to suggest from time to time, 
but all to no permanent good. ‘The little unfortunate sufferer 
continued gradually to sink into a deep and deeper lethargy, 
which ended in a final cessation of all the functions on the 
fourth day from the convulsive struggle. 

A few hours previous to death, the remaining portion of the 
aqueous humor of the left eye flowed out through the rent in 
the cornea. 

I sought a post-mortem examination of the brain, but did not 
obtain permission, which I very much regret. 





ARTICLE III.—Case of Pleuro-Tuberculosis. By F. B. 

Norcom, M.D., Chicago, Ill., May, 1856. 

The following case is an abstract, taken from the history 
book of the Third Medical Division of Bellevue Hospital. 
There is very little alteration from the original, and the state- 
ments are founded upon carefully observed facts, rather than 
upon vague recollections. 

Ward 49, bed 680: James Britt, zt. 34 years; tailor by 
occupation; Irishman, resident of New York city for last six 
years; and admitted May 17th, 1855. 

Several circumstances in his hereditary history, point to the 
existence of a predisposition to phthisis. His mother and her 

_brother died of pleurisy, (as he calls it,) after a protracted ill- 
ness. He is now the only surviving member of the family, his 
two sisters having fallen victims to a disease which, from its 
symptoms, strongly indicates a tubercular character. 
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With the exception of two severe attacks of fever, also one 
of an intermittent type, his previous health remained perfectly 
good, until he left home at the age of 18 years to find employ- 
ment in cities; he then became exceedingly irregular in his 
habits, indulging freely in alcoholic potations and venereal 
excesses. About this period, contracted a chancre, followed 
by buboes; and, a while afterwards, suffered from secondary 
and tertiary rheumatic pains. Was salivated during the treat- 
ment for his specific disease. After his removal to this country, 
he wholly abstained from spirituous liquors for 2} years; but, 
his health beginning to fail, he resumed their use, and has been 
intemperate ever since. His habits and occupation expose him 
to frequent colds, which, however, seldom persist long enough 
to give much inconvenience. Never had hemoptysis. 

His present illness dates from the 1st of May, and he 
ascribes it to a cold taken during exposure. He was first 
seized with darting pains in the left side of chest anteriorly, 
accompanied with difficulty of respiration, a dry cough, and 
some little febrile reaction. On admission, a physical examina- 
tion was made: a slight bulging of left side, though no well- 
marked dilitation of intercostal spaces; vocal vibration entirely 
lost, and expansile movements limited. Percussion gives dul- 
ness, rising to the middle of scapula; absence of respiratory 
murmur, and faint sgophonic resonance at surface of fluid. 
Percussion sounds of right side normal, and the supplementary 
respiration as usual in such cases. Heart pushed to right of 
the sternum, irregular in its contractions, and impulse feeble. 
Decubitus upon the diseased side. His general condition 
exhibited great weakness and prostration; pulse running over 
a hundred, small and fluttering; respiration hurried. 

Ordered—RB: Potass. acetatis., as a diuretic; vegetable 
tonics, with iron internally, and blisters to the side. 

This plan of treatment was persevered in for three weeks, 
without any marked improvement in his general condition, or 
any perceptible diminution of the effusion. It was then 
changed —the pil. triplex, tonics, nutritious diet, and flying 
blisters, but with no better success. He failed day by day, 
suffering considerably from dyspnoea and irregular shooting 
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pains in the chest, to which was now superadded hectic fever, 
anorexia, and sleeplessness. 

On the 12th June, a consultation was called, and the visiting 
physician, Prof. Metcalfe, deemed it advisable to perform the 
operation of paracentesis thoracis, empyema being strongly 
suspected. His condition upon this day was as follows: Pulse 
96; resp. 32; skin hot and moist: (signs as before noted—effu- 
sion to about middle of scapula, heart beating to right of 
sternum, and puerile respiration on right side, with absence of 
vocal respiratory sounds on left.) 

Cough and dyspnea, excited by movement or pressure upon 
diaphragm. Measurement of thorax gave the following dimen- 


sions :— 
Around the nipple, (R. 8.,) 18} inches. 
(L. S.,) 184 inches. 
inoue as a. 4 a sternum, (R. "y ,) 18 inches. 
od os * (L. 8 s) 17} inches. 


An opening was made in the seventh intercostal space, of the 
left lateral region, by a small exploring trocar, followed by a 
larger instrument, the patient lying on his back; 96 oz. of pale 
limpid straw-colored serum, flowed freely through the canula, 
affording almost immediately a sense of great relief. The lips 
of aperture were then kept apart by a small piece of lead wire 
doubled upon itself, inserted in the opening, its ends being bent 
and secured on the outside by strips of adhesive plaster. 

Ordered—R: Ammon. bi-carb., grs. v., “ter in die,” as a 
diuretic, together with tonics and good diet. 

13th.—Feels more comfortable; can now lie on his back; 
skin moist; no increase of dulness, and faint respiratory mur- 
mur heard. ‘ 

19th.—Pulse 80; resp. 24 and easy; skin hot and moist. 
Phys. examination indicated a re-accumulation of the fluid. 
Pulsation of heart still felt to right of sternum, and decubitus 
entirely dorsal. Percussion anteriorly resonant to edge of 
axilla, where it becomes flat; dulness posteriorly extends 
upward to region of scapula. Respiration puerile on right side, 
weak respiration and broncophony on left. Operation repeated, 
the fluid ran very slowly, and only 6 oz. could be obtained with 
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difficulty by suction, of the same color and density as the first 
drawn. Ordered—Spts. xtheris nitrici, 3i., “ter in die,”’ &e. 

20th.—Pulse 80; resp. 24; skin hot and dry; has felt chilly 
occasionally through the day; cough not troublesome, nor 
excited by pressure on diaphragm; decubitus dorsal—though 
can lie on either side. 

21st.—Patient passed a restless night, perspiring very freely; 
urine scanty, not albuminous. 

25th.—Paroxysms of hectic continue to recur; slight increase 
in diuresis. A physical examination, made this morning, 
revealed the increase of fluid to its former level. Faint 
cegophony at surface. About 11 A.M., was removed to an 
upper and better ventilated ward. In afternoon, pneumothorax 
detected; the time of perforation not marked by any acute 
symptoms. RK: Quine. sulphat., grs. v.; morphiz sulphat., 
gr. .; M. et fiat chart; to be taken at night. 

28th.—Felt more comfortable, but is evidently losing ground. 
Physical signs demonstrate circumscribed pneumothorax poste- 
riorly—metallic tinkling, &c., &c. From this date, the patient 
began to fail rapidly, refusing to rally under the most stimula- 
ting and nutritious diet. Died, July 17th. 

Sectio Cadaveris—Tuesday, July 17th, 2 P.M., 8 hours after 
death.—Rigor mortis well marked; body pale and much emaci- 
ated; no signs of decomposition, though weather intensely 
warm. 

Thorax.—On raising the sternum, slight adhesions were found 
posteriorly to right lung, by recently effused false membrane; 
left lung adherent anteriorly to the portion of sternum covering 
it; left border of heart in the median line of the body. Ninety- 
six ounces of greenish serum distended the pleural sac, the upper 
stratum of which was transparent, whilst the lower turbid and 
purulent. On inserting a tube in trachea and inflating the 
lungs, the right became easily distended, while the left admit- 
ted none, being much compressed, and reduced to not more 
than one-quarter its natural size, lying against anterior medi 
astinum, occupying the upper portion of the pleural cavity and 
extending to the diaphragm by a thin prolongation. The whole 
of the left pleura covered by a thick false membrane. Right 
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lung crepitant, normal in size and appearance, structure 
healthy: upper portion of left, hard and carnified, containing 
numerous small, yellow tuberculous deposits; the remaining 
portion very slightly crepitant and free from disease. Remain- 
ing viscera healthy. 

I was not before aware of the imperfections of this record; 
it is certainly to be regretted, yet I much prefer giving it as 
copied from my notes, than attempting to supply the deficien- 
cies by stimulating the memory. This case is one, occasionally 
met with in practice, occurring as a complication of Phthisis in 
about 10 per cent.,* and dependent upon tuberculous deposits 
in the lungs. It may be regarded as a sub-acute variety of 
pleurisy, and is met with, we believe, invariably in persons of a 
scrofulous diathesis. 

The diagnosis made from the first physical examination, was 
simply pleurisy with effusion: and though from the hereditary 
history of the patient, we had strong grounds to suspect the 
presence of tuberculous trouble; yet the symptoms, both physi- 
cal and subjective, were not sufficiently well-marked to demon- 
strate its existence. It was only after we had watched the 
progress of the disease for some time, and recognized not only 
its persistence but the inutility of our therapeutical agents to 
subdue it, as also the progressive emaciation and prostration of 
the patient, that our presumption amounted almost to a cer- 
tainty. 

The late Prof. Swett, did not consider that, in such cases, 
there was much of a tendency to the formation of pus; and 
though empyema was strongly suspected from the general con- 
dition of the invalid, still there was only a serous or sero-albu- 
minous fluid obtained. The lead wire was left in the wound 
until a re-accumulation became apparent—then removed—not 
one untoward symptom having followed this plan. 

This idea was introduced into the Hospital by Prof. Metcalfe, 
who, at that time, employed it in his private practice. 

* M. Louis’ Summary of Path. Anat. of Phthisis. 
20 
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A Manual of the Practice of Medicine. By Groner Hitaro 
Bartow, M.A., M.D., Cantab. Fellow of the Royal College 
of Physicians; Physician to Guy’s Hospital, &., &c: with 
additions, by D. Francis Connie, M.D., &c., &c. Phila- 
delphia, Blanchard & Lea, 1856. 

We have received from the publishers, through Keen & Lee, 
of this city, the above work. From a hasty examination, 
we judge it to be an excellent manual, based upon the 
etiology and natural history of disease. It is designed for 
students and young practitioners, but will be found useful by 
those of more extensive experience and observation. 

Its merit does not consist in any novelty of the principles or 
practice which it teaches, but in the accuracy with which disease 
is delineated, and the clearness and distinctness with which the 
principles of treatment are indicated. On the one hand, it 
cannot supply the place of the more elaborate works of Wood 
and Watson; nor, on the other, can it be ranked among the 
pocket editions of compends and abridgements that have unde- 
servedly won so much popularity. The American editor has 
added a chapter on Cholera Infantum, one on Cerebro Spinal 
Meningitis, and a third on Yellow Fever. J. 





The Principles of Surgery. By James Miuurr, F.R.S.E. & 
R.C.S8.E., &c., &c. Fourth American, from the third and 
revised English edition, illustrated by two hundred and forty 
engravings on wood. Philadelphia, Blanchard & Lea, 1856. 


It is unnecessary, we presume, to do more than to announce 
a new edition of “Miller’s Principles.” It appears without the 
name of an American editor, being, as the publishers tell us, 
an exact reprint of the author’s last and revised edition. 

It is, in our opinion, among the best works of the class, 
although by no means a full and complete treatise on the prin- 
ciples of surgery—indeed, we do not know of such an English 
or American work. J. 
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The Principles and Practice of Ophthalmic Medicine and Sur- 
gery. By T. Wuarton Jones, F.R.S., Prof. of Ophthalmic 
Medicine and Surgery in the University College, London, &c. 
With one hundred and ten illustrations. Second American 
edition, with additions from the second and revised London 
edition. Philadelphia: Blanchard & Lea, 1856. ; 
Dr. Edward Hartshorne, of Philadelphia, is the American 

editor of this volume, of which it is unnecessary that we should 

say any thing more than to announce its appearance from the 
press of Blanchard & Lea. Although we have Lawrence, and 

Makenzie, and Wallon’s works recently brought out, there was 

yet a demand for a work like the present, and no one perhaps 

could better have met the wants of the profession than T. 

Wharton Jones. The work is embellished with plates and illus- 

trations, and, altogether, is an excellent guide to the student or 

practitioner. J. 





An Analytical Compendium of the various branches of Medi- 
cal Science, for the Use and Examination of Students. B 
Joun Neri, M.D., Surgeon to the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
&c., and Francis Gurney Smiru, M.D., Physician to St. 
Joseph’s Hospital. A new edition, revised and improved, 
with three hundred and seventy-four illustrations. Philadel- 
phia: Blanchard & Lea, 1856. 

The fact that a new edition of the above work has been called 
for, is, we presume, evidence that it is popular with the profes- 
sion. We have already had occasion to express our opinion of 
works of this class. They constitute at most but a bare skele- 
ton of the subjects of which they treat, a catalogue of facts 
which must be already familiar to the practitioner, but for the 
comprehension of which the student will require the aid of more 
full and complete text-books. J. 





On Some Diseases of Women, admitting of Surgical Treat- 
ment. By Isaac Baker Brown, F.R.C.S., (by Exam.,) 
Surgeon Accoucheur to St. Mary’s Hospital, &c., &c., illus- 
trated by twenty-four wood engravings. Philadelphia, 
Blanchard & Lea, 1856. 


The work is divided into two sections, the first of which 
treats of diseases or accidents resulting directly or indirectly 
20* 
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from parturition; the second, of diseases or accidents of the 
female organs, occurring independently of pregnancy. 

The first seventy-four pages are devoted to laceration and 
rupture of the perineum—the various methods of treatment are 
carefully analyzed. In the management after operation, for 
the purpose of constipating the bowels, allaying irritation, and 
controlling the inflammation, the author recommends opium, 
and adduces in support of his views the following judicious 
remarks of Dr. Handfield Jones:— 


“Dr. Pereria notices the efficacy of small doses of opium (ten 
drops of laudanum three times a day) in such instances as the 
chronic or callous ulcer, the so-called varicose ulcer, in recent 
ulcers from wounds, in which granulation proceeds slowly, and 
especially in elderly persons, and in those whose constitutions 
have been debilitated by disease, labor, spirituous liquors, &c. 
‘It appears,’ he says, ‘to promote the most genial warmth, to 
give energy to the extreme arteries, and thereby maintain an 
equal balance of the circulation through every part of the body, 
and to animate the dormant energies of healthy action.’ 

“Tn the cases recorded in this paper, opium was given, not 
chiefly for the purpose of directly promoting the healing pro- 
cess, but of preventing its disturbance by mechanical and forci- 
ble disruption of the coalescing parts. For this it was freely 
given, and this most important end it well accomplished. But, 
had not this end been all-important, I own I should have feared, 
before trial, that the quantity of opium administered (three or 
four grains sometimes in a day) would have had the effect of 
disturbing, by its influence on the organic functions, that repa- 
rative healing process which issued in so beneficial and happy 
a result. For in these cases there does not appear to have 
been any marked asthenia, or undue irritability of the system. 
The terrors of surgical operations of earlier days, when the 
anzesthetic spell was unrevealed, may well have inflicted on the 
system a disturbing shock that opium alone could calm; but 
now there cannot be the same need for this potent agent. 

“Tt is, however, clear, that if in these cases opium did not 
promote the vital healing process, at least it did not retard it: 
or such obstacles, as the first case presented, would not have 
_ been overcome; and the second would not have progressed so 
steadily and favorably. This circumstance in itself is, I think, 
novel and instructive. 

“Perhaps, however, if we consider the matter more closely, 
it may appear not difficult to understand why no unfavorable, 
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but, on the contrary, a beneficial result was produced by the 
opium. The condition of an ulcer, healing by granulations, 
may first be referred to as an extreme instance, illustrating the 
great waste of plasmatic material which occurs in such cases, 
and more or less in all that approach to it. Much of the effused 
plasma (effused too rapidly to be organized) is cast off as effete 
matter, having taken the form of pus; much is organized into 
the low type of the granulation structure, destined to future re- 
absorption. This waste is needless, nay injurious, as a drain 
to the system: and if it can be prevented, as sometimes it may, 
by applications that exclude the air; or restrained and limited, 
as is done by the common water-dressing, the reparative pro- 
cess goes on much better, and with less constitutional disturb- 
ance. 

‘¢ Again, if, as in the case before us, two fresh incised surfaces 
are brought together, and the aim is to induce them to unite by 
the first intention, what can be more prejudicial to this than the 
effusion of much plasma, or any, the least, approach to the 
above-mentioned condition? To form a connecting medium 
across which capillaries may anastomose and fibres ‘unite, the 
thinnest film of exudation is sufficient, and the thinner the bet- 
ter; for the organizing process is of necessity slow, far slower 
than the exudative; the capiliary loops must take many hours 
to unite—the opposed fibres some days to blend, by means of 
the connecting material, and the further the old surfaces are 
separated the longer this must be delayed, and the more of 
the exuded matter, which itself has produced the separation, 
will pass into the form of effete and purulent fluid. Now, this 
tendency to the excessive effusion of plasma, opium very prob- 
ably restrains, somewhat it may be as it restrains a flux from 
a mucous surface: the hurried action is stilled, the vascular 
excitement tending to inflammation allayed, the sedative influ- 
ence of the drug assisting Nature in her work, by preventing 
that which would mar or delay it. The imparting of energy to 
the extreme arteries, which Dr. Pereira speaks of, we know 
from observation to be the restoration of their tonicity, enabling 
distended, relaxed, and conjested vessels to resume their natural 
calibre, and thus to transmit a due and not excessive quantity 
of blood in a current of proper velocity to the parts they sup- 
ply. The restoration of the proper function of the arteries, 
‘the conductors and disposers of the blood,’ as John Hunter 
accurately defined them, will manifestly tend greatly to prevent 
the excessive effusion of plasma, and thus remove at least one 
obstacle to the progress of reparation. 

“Tt seems, therefore, reasonable to expect that opium, so 
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long as it does not manifestly disorder the nervous system or 
the organic functions, would tend powerfully to promote the 
healing process, and this expectation is amply borne out by the 
results of the cases recorded.”’ 

The author concludes :—‘ 1st. That the worst forms of lacera- 
ted perineum, of however long standing, may be cured by the 
operation. 2d. That immediately on the occurrence of the 
accident, it should be resorted to. 38d. That subsequent par- 
turition is possible without injury to the restored perineum.” 

For vissico-vaginal fistula, the author recommends the clamp 
suture, used by Dr. Marion Sims, now of New York. In refer- 
ence to the mode of operating, &c., there is nothing which is 
not already familiar to our readers. 

The chapter on ovarian dropsy, or escysted dropsy of the 
ovary, occupies 105 pages. The questions considered, are :—The 
origin and structure of ovarian cysts; the formation of multi- 
locular or proliferous cysts; the growth of cysts; the direction 
of growth; the intercommunication of cysts; the communica- 
tion of cysts with the fallopian tubes; the contents of ovarian 
cysts; dropsy of fallopian tubes; the causes of ovarian dropsy ; 
the symptoms and course of the disease; the diagnosis and 
signs of the disease. In reference to this last question, the 
following is a resume of the special signs of the disease :— 

““When, with a slowly-increasing abdominal tumor, there are 
such general signs as emaciation, sunken or contracted features ; 
the absence of marked oedema of the legs; of the special symp- 
toms of ascites, or of those organic lesions productive of it; of 
any notable impairment of the patient’s activity; of any great 
deterioration of the functions of life, and of the characteristic 
signs of pregnancy, we may suspect ovarian dropsy to exist. 
When percussion reveals fluctuation, and in every change of 
posture the fluid is detected at the most prominent part of 
the tumor, whilst the intestinal sound is present only on one 
side, and the dull sound extends into the pelvis, ovarian dropsy 
may be more than suspected, it may be presumed to exist. 

“When, in an earlier stage, an examination per vaginam et 
_ rectum discovers an elastic tumor in the recto-vaginal pouch, 

loose in position, and probably distinctly fluctuating, without 
the presence of the symptoms of hernia, or of the pain of a pro- 
lapsed ovary, then we may be almost certain that it is a dropsi- 
cal ovarian cyst, and, by watching, the progressive increase of 
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the tumor strengthens the conviction. Likewise, it should be 
remembered, that, when there is only one cyst, the tumor is 
generally more perceptible on one side of the body, and its 
surface feels more equal; but that when there is a plurality of 
cysts, the unilateral character of the tumor is liable to be lost, 
the symptoms to be more or less obscured, and the fluctuation 
less distinct. 

“Lastly, we must ever bear in mind the many deranged 
conditions of organs and functions which may be and have been 
confounded with encysted dropsy, and which I shall presently 
describe seriatim.”’ 

Under this head, the author also considers the value of the 
microscope, the exploring needle, and the uterine sound of Dr. 
Simpson. ' 

The following are enumerated as diseases likely to be mista- 
ken for ovarian dropsy :— 

‘1. Retroversion and retroflexion of the uterus. 

. Tumors of the uterus: a, a solid; 8, fibro-cystic. 
. Ascites. 

. Pregnancy. 

. Pregnancy, complicated with ovarian dropsy. 
Cystic tumours of the abdomen. 

. Distended bladder. 

Accumulation of gas in the intestines. 
Accumulation of feces in the intestines. 

10. Enlargement of the liver, spleen, or kidney, or tumors 
connected with these viscera. 

11. Recto-vaginal hernia, and displacement of the ovary. 

12. Pelvic abscess. 

13. Retention of the menstrual fluid from imperforate hymen. 

14. Hydrometra.”’ 

These are considered separately, and the special points of 
difference pointed out. The last sixty-three pages are devoted 
to the treatment and illustration of cases. On this subject the 
author seems to have no peculiar views of his own, but describes 
briefly the different surgical operations for the cure of the dis- 
ease. 

The book is well worthy of a place in the library of every 

physician, as well as surgeon, and we commend it to our readers. 


J. 
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Sixth Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical Society, 

held in Vandalia, June 3 and 4, 1856. 

Mornina Session, June 3. 

The members of the Society assembled in the Old State 
House, and were called to order at 11 o’clock, by the President, 
Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago. 

Dr. Stearns, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, 
reported the names of the following delegates and members as 
having been registered by the Committee, viz. :— 

DELEGATES. 

Dr. H. Noble, for McLean County Medical Society. 

“ T. R. Edmiston, for DeWitt County Medical praesely 
“ P. H. Lawrence, for Christian “ “ 
“ J. W. Freer, for Cook “ “ as 


“ J. N. Cameron, 
“« Thos. D. Washburn, }for Esculapian Medical Society. 
“ James M. Steel, 


Wa, White ® \ for Union Medical Society. 


“ J. V. Z. Blaney, 
‘“* Wm. B. Herrick, 
PERMANENT MEMBERS. 
Dr. Samuel Thompson, of Albion, Edwards County. 
“ A. H. Luce, of Bloomington, McLean ‘“ 





\ for Rush Medical College. 


“ §. W. Noble, of LeRoy, " “ 
“ §. T. Trowbridge, Decatur, Macon “ 
“ W. A. Hillis, of Hillisboro, Montgomery “ 
“ N.S. Davis, of Chicago, Cook “ 
“ F. B. Haller, of Vandalia, Fayette " 
“ A. D. Stearns, “ e “ 


_ The President informed the Society that neither of the Sec- 
retaries were present, when, on motion of Dr. H. Noble, Dr. J. 
W. Freer, of Chicago, was unanimously elected Secretary pro 
tem. 
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The President announced the regular business in order to be 
the election of officers of the Society for the coming year. 

On motion of Dr. W. B. Herrick, the appointment of a com- 
mittee to nominate officers was postponed until the commence- 
ment of the afternoon session. 

The Secretary pro tem. read a communication from the Sec- 
retary, Dr. E. Andrew, of Peoria, accompanied by his report as 
Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements. According to 
this report, the expense of publishing the Transactions of last 
year was $117 00, all of which the Secretary had paid from 
his own funds, having received nothing from the Society. 

After supplying the members with copies of the Transactions, 
350 copies remained in his hands, subject to the order of the 
Society. 

The Treasurer, Dr. J. V. Z. Blaney, explained that he had 
received no order from the Secretary for money, nor indeed 
any communication from him on any subject since the last 
meeting of the Society. 

He also presented the following report, viz. :— 


J. V. Z. BLANEY, Treasurer, 
To ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY, Dr. 


To amount collected of members at the annual meeting in June, 1855, 








as by accompanying list, ......000cccccccrs soccsveee cosscccce soveceess coveceoos ces $96 00 
Cr. 
By Cash paid June 6th, 1855, to N. 8. Davis, late Treasurer, balance 
Guo him:as by his last wepart; 20506: <csvossee ohc0cc0se -cosapebs cocndoes sapvepeon 56 00 
Balance on hand at this date, June 3d, 1856,..........c000 sosset seesee seers 40 00 
$96 00 


In addition to the above, the Treasurer holds, subject to the 
order of the Prize Committee, $26 00, and the offer of $20 00 
more from Dr. N. 8. Davis, whenever the committee make an 
award. 

On motion, the reports of the Secretary and the Treasurer 
were accepted and referred to a committee of three, with 
instructions that the committee audit the same, and also recom- 
. mend the sum to be fixed as the annual assessment for the 
present year. The President appointed Drs. Samuel Thomp- 
son, H. Noble, and Dr. W. B. Herrick, said committee. 
On motion, the Society adjourned until 2 o’clock, P.M. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Society was called to order at 2 o’clock P.M., the Presi- 
dent, Dr. N. 8. Davis, in the chair. 

On motion of Dr. W. B. Herrick, the regular order of busi- 
ness was suspended for the purpose of electing permanent mem- 
bers; whereupon the following gentlemen were duly nominated 
and elected by unanimous votes :— 

Dr. D. N. Moore, of Clinton County, proposed by Dr. F. B. 
Haller; Dr. T. S. Brooks, of Greenville, proposed by Dr. W. 
B. Herrick; Dr. H. Shoemaker, of Columbia, proposed by Dr. 
8. Thompson; Dr. T. J. Cornell, of Waterloo, proposed by Dr. 
S. Thompson; Dr. W. J. Gibbs, of , proposed by Dr. 
W. B. Herrick; Dr. W. J. Chenowith, of Decatur, proposed by 
Dr. 8. T. Trowbridge; Dr. Ira B. Curtis, of Decatur, proposed 
by Dr. S. T. Trowbridge; Dr. E. W. Moore, of Decatur, pro- 
posed by Dr. 8. Thompson; Dr. J. Barbre, of Louisville, pro- 
posed by Dr. F. B. Haller; Dr. Wm. Noecker, of Monticello, 
proposed by Dr. 8. T. Trowbridge; Dr. Vermillia, of Chicago, 
proposed by Dr. J. V. Z. Blaney; Dr. J. H. Hollister, of Chi- 
cago, proposed by Dr. J. W. Freer; Dr. Edmund Andrews, of 
Chicago, proposed by Dr. W. B. Herrick; Dr. J. M. William- 
son, of Lovington, proposed by Dr. W. B. Herrick; Dr. E. W. 
Boothe, of Vanburensburgh, proposed by Dr. F. B. Haller; Dr. 
F. R. Payne, of Marshall, proposed by Dr. S. Thompson; Dr. 
H. R. Payne, of Marshall, proposed by Dr. 8. Thompson; Dr. 
Hiram Nance, of Lafayette, proposed by Dr. S. Thompson; 
Dr. 8. Hubbard, of Bloomington, proposed by Dr. A. H. Luce; 
Dr. Lee Smith, of Hudson, proposed by Dr. A. H. Luce; Dr. 
S. McBride, of Decatur, proposed by Dr. W. Moore; Dr. Wm. 
Chambers, of Charleston, proposed by Dr. J. N. Cameron; Dr. 
W. H. Burns, of Richrum, proposed by Dr. J. N. Cameron; 
Dr. H. Barber, of Richrum, proposed by Dr. J. N. Cameron; 
Dr. Wm. Hill, of Salem, proposed by Dr. W. White; Dr. Jayne, 
of Nashville, proposed by Dr. W. A. Hillis. 

Dr. 8. Thompson, from the Special Committee, to whom was 
referred the reports of Treasurer and Secretaries, reported that 
they had examined the same and found them correct. The 
Committee also recommended the adoption of the following 
resolutions :— 
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Resolved, That an assessment of three dollars be made on 
all the present and past members of this’ Society, whose names 
appear on the different volumes of Transactions of this Society. 
Also, that the Secretary be instructed to inform them of the 
same, and that the payment for this one year shall reinstate 
them in full membership. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to refund to Dr. 
Andrew, of Peoria, late Secretary, the amount set forth in his 
report as having been advanced for publishing the Transactions 
of the Society, at as early a period as possible. 

On motion, the report of the Committee was accepted and the 
resolutions adopted. 

The Society took a recess of ten minutes, to enable the mem- 
bers from each County to select from their own number, one to 
constitute a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

The President again called the Society to order, and the 
Nominating Committee was announced as follows:— 

Dr. A. H. Luce, of McLean County. 

« T. R. Edmiston, of DeWitt County. 
“ J. R. Lawrence, of Christian ‘ 

J. W. Freer, of Cook ¢ 

S. T. Trowbridge, of Macon “ 

W. A. Hillis, of Montgomery “ 
“ D. N. Moore, of Clinton 

W. 

J. 


a 


" White, of Marion “ 
* Barbre, of Clay s 
“ F. S. Brooks, of Bond “ 
‘¢ J. N. Cameron, of Coles ” 
“ J. M. Steel, of Edgar " 


“¢ §. Thompson, of Edwards " 
“© J. M. Williamson, of Moultrie “ 
«“ F. B. Haller, of Fayette “ i 
The Committee retired, and after consultation, reported 
through their Chairman as follows :— 
President—Dr. H. Noble. 
Vice-Presidents—Dr. T. D. Washburn; Dr. F. B. Haller. 
Secretaries—Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago; Dr. H. A. John- 
son, of Chicago. 
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Treasurer—J. V. Z. Blaney, of Chicago. 

On motion, the report was accepted, and the candidates 
named therein unanimously elected officers of the Society for 
the ensuing year. 

The President appointed a committee, consisting of Drs. Luce, 
Blaney, and 8. W. Noble, to conduct the newly elected officers 
to their respective places. 

Dr. H. Noble, on being conducted to the chair, thanked the 
Society for the honor conferred on him, and announced the 
regular order of business to be the hearing of reports from the 
Standing Committees, 

Dr. 8. Thompson, of Albion, Chairman of the Committee on 
Practical Medicine, made a lengthy report, which was listened 
to with much interest. 

On motion of Dr. Luce, of Bloomington, the report from the 
Committee on Practical Medicine, &c., was accepted and refer- 
red to the Committee on Publication. 

The standing committees on Surgery, Obstetrics, and Drugs 
and Medicines, being called in order made no reports. 

On motion of Dr. J. V. Z. Blaney, the Committee on Drugs 
and Medicines, Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, Chairman, was 
continued another year. 

Dr. J. V. Z. Blaney, special committee on the Toxicology of 
the Alkaloids, reported that his investigation of the subject was 
yet incomplete; and, on motion of Dr. 8. Thompson, the com- 
mittee was continued another year. 

Dr. D. Prince, of Jacksonville, special committee on Ortho- 
peedic Surgery, being absent, his report on that subject was 
read by the Secretary; accepted, and referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

A letter was read from Dr. F. K. Bailey, of Joliet, special 
committee on Congestive Intermittents, apologizing for his 
absence and inability to report at the present meeting. 

On motion, Dr. Bailey was continued a committee on the 
same subject another year. 

Dr. A. S. McArthur, of Joliet, special committee on the 
Physiological Explanation of Counter-Irritation, not being 
present, he was, on motion of Dr. J. V. Z. Blaney, continued 
another year. 
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Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, special committee on the Altera- 
tions of the Blood in Continued Fevers, stated that he could be 
prepared to make a partial report to-morrow. But, after some 
explanations, on motion of Dr. Thompson, the committee was 
continued another year. 

Dr. J. V. Z. Blaney, from the committee appointed at the 
last annual meeting to memorialize the legislature in favor of 
further provisions for the accommodation of the insane, reported 
that there had been no meeting of the legislature since the ap- 
pointment of the committee, and consequently that they had 
hitherto been unable to perform the duties assigned them. 

On motion, the committee were continued another year. 

Dr. Blaney also called the attention of the Society to the 
subject of procuring laws for the registration of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths; asking for the appointment of a committee 
to act with the committee of the American Medical Association 
appointed to procure the enactment of uniform laws on the 
subject in all the States. 

Dr. 8. Thompson presented a resolution from the Esculapian 
Society on the same subject, which, after being amended, was 
adopted as follows :— 

Resolved, That a committee, of one from each County, be 
appointed, Prof. Blaney, of Chicago, being chairman, to memo- 
rialize the legislature to pass a law for the registration of births, 
marriages, and deaths, in this State; and that the committee be 
requested to co-operate with the committee of the American 
Medical Association on the same subject. 

The President announced the following as the committee un- 
der this resolution, viz. :— 

Drs. 8. T. Trowbridge, of Macon County; 8. W. Noble, of 
McLean; S. Thompson, of Edwards; F. B. Haller, of Fayette, 
A. L. Keller, of Moultrie; C. Goodbrake, of DeWitt; W. A. 
Hillis, of Montgomery; 8. W. Thompson, of Clay; G. N. Lo- 
gan, of Crawford; J. F. Daggett, of Will; H. R. Payne, of 
Clark; Boal, of Marshall; W. S. Maus, of Tazewell; E. C. 
Banks, of Coles; 8S. Long, of Sangamon; J. D. Arnold, of 

Peoria; J. C. Fitts, of Fulton; B. F. Stevenson, of Menard; 
J. B. Samuel, of Green; W. W. Welch, of LaSalle; H. Shoe- 
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maker, of Monroe; J. W. Spaulding, of Knox; H. Nance, of 
Stark; S. A. Paddock, of Bureau; D. Lyman, of Winnebago. 

On motion of Dr. N. 8. Davis, a committee of five was ap- 
pointed to select a place for the next annual meeting, and also 
to fill up the Standing Committees for the ensuing year. 

The President appointed Drs. Herrick, Thompson, Luce, 
Washburn, and Edmiston said committee, 

On motion, the Society adjourned to 9 o’clock A. M., to- 
morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, June 4. 

The President, Dr. H. Noble, called the Society to order at 
9 o’clock A. M. 

The Secretary, Dr. N. S. Davis, read the minutes of the last 
meeting, and they were approved. 

Dr. S. Thompson offered the following amendment to the 
Constitution, which lies on the table until the next annual meet- 
ing, viz.:— 

Resolved, That the Society shall choose one Permanent Sec- 
retary, to hold office during the pleasure of the Society, and 
whose duty it shall be to keep all the records, books, and 
papers of the Society; and one Assistant Secretary, to be 
elected annually from the place where the next succeeding 
meeting is to be held. The Permanent Secretary, when not 
able to attend any given meeting, shall furnish the Assistant 
with so much of the records and papers as are necessary for the 
accommodation of that meeting, which, together with the pro- 
ceedings of the said meeting, shall be returned to him as soon 
as practicable after the adjournment of the same. 

On motion of Dr. F. B. Haller, Dr. J. Campbell, of Mulberry 
Grove, Bond County, and any other physicians in good stand- 
ing in the profession who may be present, were invited to take 
part in the meeting as members by invitation. 

Dr. A. H. Luce, from the special committee to select a place 
for the next Annual Meeting, &c., reported as follows :— 

Place for the next Annual Meeting, Chicago. 

' Committee of Arrangements.—Dr. J. H. Hollister, Dr. De- 
Laskie Miller, Dr. J. Bloodgood, Dr. Chas. G. Smith, Dr. 
Henry Parker, all of Chicago. 
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Committee on Practical Medicine—Dr. C. N. Andrews, of 
Rockford; Dr. F. R. Payne, of Marshall; Dr. 8. T. Trow- 
bridge, of Decatur. 

Committee on Surgery—Dr. J. W. Freer, of Chicago; Dr. 
David Prince, of Jacksonville; Dr. A. H. Luce, of Blooming- 
ton. 

Committee on Obstetrics—Dr. J. C. Frye, of Peoria; Dr. C. 
Goodbrake, of Clinton; Dr. Wm. Chamberlain, of Toulon. 

Committee on Drugs and Medicines—Dr. H. A. Johnson, 
of Chicago; Dr. J. Blount, of Rockford; Dr. S. W. Thompson, 
Clay County. 

Also, the following special committees, viz. :— 

Dr. C. Goodbrake, of Clinton, on the Medicinal Properties 
of the Asclepias Tuberosa. 

Dr. G. W. Moore, of Decatur, on Anemia and Chlorosis. 

On motion of Dr. Hillis, seconded by Dr. White, the fore- 
going report was accepted and adopted as a whole. 

Dr. Trowbridge, in behalf of the citizens and profession of 
Decatur, invited the Society to hold its annual meeting for 
1858 in that place. 

Dr. 8. Thompson, called the attention of the Society to the 
practice of selling patent medicines and nostrums, and the pub- 
lishing of unprofessional matter in the newspapers by members 
of the Society. He alluded to Dr. A. G. Lawton, of Lasalle, 
and closed by a motion that he be expelled from the Society. 
The motion was seconded and passed by a unanimous vote. 

Dr. Blaney offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publication be requested 
to publish, in pamphlet form, 1,000 copies of the Constitution 
of the Society, the By-Laws, and Code of Ethics, as now in 
force, together with such explanatory or declaratory resolutions 
as may be found in the proceedings of the Society, and forward 
a copy of the same to each member of the Society. 

Dr. Haskell, who had been alluded to by Dr. Thompson as 
- implicated in selling nostrums, had sent a request that he might 
withdraw from the Society; and, on motion of Dr: Washburn, 
his request was granted. 
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On motion of Dr. S. W. Noble, the Society proceeded to 
elect twelve delegates to the next Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, to be held in Nashville, Tenn., on the 
first Tuesday in May, 1857, as follows: — Drs. A. H. Luce, of 
Bloomington, 8. Thompson, of Albion, J. V. Z. Blaney, of 
Chicago, T. R. Edmiston, of Clinton, J. M. Steel, of Grand 
View, S. T. Trowbridge, of Decatur, 8. W. Noble, of Leroy, 
J. M. Williamson, of Lovington, F. B. Haller, of Vandalia, W. 
A. Hillis, of Hillsboro, J. N. Cameron, of Charleston, and 
Thos. Hall, of Toulon. 

On motion of Dr. Luce, the Society authorized the Secretary 
to publish the Transactions in the North-Western Medical and 
Surgical Journal, if himself and the Treasurer should deem it 
expedient. 

Dr. Blaney offered the following, which was adopted, as an 
addition to the By-Laws of the Society, viz.:— 

Resolved, That the Chairman of all committees, the Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, each have authority to have printed such 
circulars as may be required for the efficient performance of 
their duties; and that they present their accounts for the same 
and for postage, to the meeting at which they make their 
reports. 

On motion of Dr. Blaney, the resolution adopted at the last 
annual meeting, in relation to the initiation fees of new mem- 
bers, was continued in force for the present year. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on Prize 
Essay, authorized to offer a premium of $50 for the best Essay 
on some medical subject, to be presented under the usual regu- 
lations. 

The President appointed Drs. J. V. Z. Blaney, T. D. Wash- 
burn, and §. Thompson, the Committee on Prize Essay. 

On motion of S. Thompson, the Committee of Arrangements 
were requested to consider the propriety of issuing annual cards 
of membership, with power to act. 

Dr. N: S. Davis, the retiring President, then read his vale- 
dictory address. 
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Dr. Washburn offered the following, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That this Society have listened with great pleasure 
and satisfaction to the very able and interesting valedictory 
address of Prof, N. 8. Davis, on the Influence of Alcohol on 
Tuberculosis. 

Dr. Luce offered the following, which was seconded by Dr. 
Trowbridge, and adopted, viz. :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to Dr. 
Davis for his very able valedictory address, and that a copy of 
the same be requested for publication in the Transactions of the 
Society. 

On motion of Dr. T. D. Washburn, the following was adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered 
to the Committee of Arrangements, for the efficient and faith- 
ful manner in which they have discharged their duties. 

Dr. White offered the following resolution, which was unani- 
mously adopted :— 

Resolved, That we, the members of this Society, tender our 
sincere thanks to the Masonic fraternity of Vandalia, for the 
use of the room and furniture in which we have held our meet- 
ings; and that the chairman of the late Committee of Arrange- 
ments be requested to present a copy of this resolution to the 
Master of the Masonic Lodge. 

The following was offered by Dr. Luce, and also unanimously 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered 
to the citizens of Vandalia for their hospitality and kind ac- 
commodation of its members during its present annual session. 
_ On motion of Dr. S. Thompson, the Society adjourned sine 
die. ' 

N. 8. DAVIS, Sec. Jil. State Med. Society. 





Semi-Annual Meeting of the Aisculapian Society, held at 
York, Ill., May 28th, 1856. 

‘The Asculapian Society of Illinois, met in semi-annual ses- 
sion at York, this day, and at 11 o’clock, (the President, Dr. 8. 
York, of Paris, and the Vice-President, Dr. D. W. Stormant,: 
of Grandview, being both absent,) on motion of Dr. Chambers, 
21 
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of Charleston, Dr. Mitchell, of Darwin, was called to the chair, 
when Dr. Hamilton (Secretary) pleading sickness, Dr. Cham- 
bers, at his request, read the proceedings of the preceding 
meeting, after which they were, on motion, corrected, so as to 
divide the special from the standing committees; and that it be 
understood that special committees are to make their reports 
the meeting next after their appointment, whether it be at the 
annual or semi-annual sessions, and that standing committees 
make their reports at the annual meetings only, (except the 
Committees on Arrangements and Publication;) and, further, 
that the case reported by Dr. Banks, at the last meeting, 
should have been noticed in the last printed proceedings. 

Dr. Hamilton, of Palestine, tendered his resignation as 
Secretary, urging ill-health as the cause, when, upon motion of 
Dr. Chambers, the consideration of the subject was postponed 
until the afternoon session. 

Dr. H. R. Payne, of Marshall, moved that the calling the 
roll of members be deferred until the afternoon session. Car- 
ried. 

The report of the Treasurer was in order, but without 
response from that officer. 

Dr. F. R. Payne proposed the name of Dr. V. R. Bridges, of 
Salisbury, in Coles County, for membership; referred to Board 
of Censors. _ 

Dr. Chambers moved that a committee of three be appointed 
-by the chair, to report upon the best mode of having the pro- 
ceedings, together with the reports made to this society, pub- 
lished; and that the committee report to-morrow morning. 
Carried. And Drs. Chambers, F. R. Payne, and Gorham were 
appointed. 

EvENING SEssIon. 

The Vice-President, Dr. D. W. Stormant, in the chair. 

On motion, the resignation of Dr. C. M. Hamilton, as Secre- 
tary, was received, whereupon the President appointed Dr. W. 
M. Chambers Secretary pro tem.; and, on motion, Dr. F. R. 
Payne was appointed Assistant Secretary. 

Dr. F. R. Payne moved that the name of Dr. Charles Gor- 
ham, which has, by some strange mistake, been heretofore 
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omitted by the Secretary, be now inserted as a member. Car- 
ried. 

The roll of members was then called, and the following 
gentlemen were found to be present, viz.:—Drs. E. C. Banks, 
of Charleston; C. M. Hamilton and J. M. Logan, of Palestine; 
C. Johnson, D. O. McCord, C. Gorham, and William Leach- 
man, of York; F. R. Payne, H. R. Payne, and L. C. Church- 
ill, of Marshall; D. W. Stormant, and J. M. Steele, of Grand- 
view; J. D. Mitchell, of Darwin; W. R. Duffield, of Sullivan ; 
and Wm. M. Chambers, of Charleston. 

Dr. C. M. Hamilton was, on motion of H. R. Payne, 
appointed Treasurer pro tem. 

Dr. D. O. McCord, of York, read an interesting paper on 
the Theory of Intermittent Fever, discussing the subject at 
length, in a forcible and logical manner. 

Dr. Banks, Chairman of the Board of Censors, reported favor- 
ably on the petitions of Dr. Bridges and Daniel Bowers, M.D. 

The vote was then taken upon the reception of Dr. Bowers 
as a member—unanimous in his favor. Dr. Bridges, on motion, 
was requested to read his Thesis to-morrow morning. 

The discussion of Dr. McCord’s paper was declared in order. 
Dr. Chambers commended the report, and hoped the writer 
would be appointed to continue the subject. 

Dr. H. R. Payne read a paper upon Puerperal Convulsions, 
in which he gave the whole subject a thorough investigation, 
and reported two or three very interesting cases. The paper 
was lengthily discussed by Drs. Banks, Chambers, Mitchell, H. 
R. Payne, McCord, Churchill (who reported some cases he had 
recently treated, which gave additional interest to the subject,) 
F. R. Payne, and Johnson. [Such observations, and reports, 
and discussions, are what go to make up the sum of our pro- 
fessional knowledge—Sec’t. ] 

Dr. Chambers reported two cases of Typhoid Pneumonia, 
which were discussed by Drs. H. R. Payne, Johnson, McCord, 
Mitchell, Banks, Steel, Stormant, F. R. Payne, Logan, and 
Chambers. 

Dr. Johnson reported two cases of Pneumonia, which were 
discussed by Drs. Chambers and Johnson. 

21* 
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NIGHT SEssIon. 

Dr. Stormant in the chair. 

Dr. Chambers read his essay upon “ Substitutes for Quinine,” 
in the conclusion of which he offered a series of resolutions, the 
purport of which was, to appoint a committee and continue the 
investigation of the subject by having tabular information from 
the members, the Secretary to furnish tables to the members. 
Discussion of paper and resolutions postponed until to-morrow. 

Dr. F. R. Payne then read an entertaining paper on “ Prac- 
tical Medicine,”’ giving its history in a complete and finished 
manner, which did great credit to his powers of research, as 
well as his practical application of things. 

On motion, Dr. Banks is to report the proceedings of the 
American Medical Association, at 10 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

On motion of Dr. Banks, each member was allowed six 
copies of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Society recently 
published. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. 


TuurspaAy Mornina, May 29th, 1856. 


The Society met pursuant to adjournment, Dr. Stormant in 
the chair. Minutes of proceedings yesterday, read and adopted. 

Dr. Logan offered a resolution, making it obligatory upon 
the members to sign the Constitution. Dr. Chambers moved 
to amend by appointing a committee who should ascertain the 
names and address of all the members of the Society, or devise 
some plan by which the Secretary could get in possession of 
such information. Amendment added, and Drs. Banks, F. R. 
Payne, and Gorham were appointed the committee, with 
instructions to report in an hour. 

Dr. Bridges, a candidate for membership, read a paper, 
reporting a case as a substitute for a Thesis, which, on motion 
of H.R. Payne, was received, whereupon the candidate was 
balloted for and unanimously elected a member, and took his 
seat with the meeting. 

Dr. Charles Johnson presented a report from Dr. 8. Thomp- 
son, of Albion, on Recto-Vaginal Fistula, which was read by 
the Secretary. Discussed by Dr. Logan, of Palestine. 
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Dr. Logan offered the following :— 

Resolved, That Drs, Hinkle and Helm, of Carlisle, Ia., (who 
are present,) be requested to participate in the proceedings of 
the Society. Adopted. 

Dr. Chambers, from the committee on the best means of 
securing the publication of the transactions of this Society, 
read the following report :— 

Inasmuch as the medical profession are the guardians of the 
public health, as well in preventing as is curing disease, and, 
as a consequence, the public are deeply interested in the trans- 
actions of this Society; inasmuch as its members are now 
engaged in the investigation of the causes, prevention, and best 
mode of curing the diseases peculiar to this State: Therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed by this Society, 
consisting of one member from each county represented therein, 
whose duty it shall be to prepare a memorial upon the subject, 
and transmit a copy thereof to the Secretary, who shall publish 
the same in circular form; and, upon the election of the mem- 
bers of the next Legislature of the State, shall transmit a copy 
thereof to each Senator and Representative, and then, on the 
assembling of said Legislature, the committee shall urge upon 
that body to make an appropriation sufficient to defray the 
publication of the practical facts and transactions of this 


Society annually. W.M. OC 
. M. CHAMBERS. 


F. R. Payne. 
C. GORHAM. 

The report was discussed at great length by Drs. Banks, 
McCord, Mitchell, Logan, H. R. Payne, and Chambers. 

Dr. Banks, chairman of committee on the resolution offered 
by Dr. Logan as afterwards amended, reported that the whole 
subject of membership and residence of members, be referred 
to Dr. Hamilton former Secretary. Report, on motion, refer- 
red back to committee, with further time. 

Dr. F. R. Payne offered a resolution upon the subject of pub- 
lication. Laid on table. 

Dr. H. R. Payne offered a resolution which did not come 
into hands of Secretary. Dr. McCord also offered one which 
he did not get—both of which were tabled. 
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Dr. Logan, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Indige- 
nous Botany, (appointed at last meeting,) tendered his resig- 
nation of the position, (cause ill-health,) and recommended the 
appointment of Dr. Churchill, of Marshall, in his stead. Resig- 
nation accepted, and appointment of Dr. Churchill confirmed. 

Dr. Banks made a report of the proceedings of the American 
Medical Association at its last meeting, which he had attended 
as a delegate from this Society. 

Dr. Chambers’ Essay on Substitutes for Quinine was brought 
up for discussion; and, on motion, the preamble and resolu- 
tions appended thereto were adopted, and Drs. 8. Thompson, 
Bridges, and Bowers were appointed the committee to carry 
out the object of the resolution. 

The President declared the selection of a place for next 
meeting in order, when, upon motion, Grandview was unani- 
mously selected. 

Dr. Chambers moved that a committee be appointed to select 
special subjects to be reported on at the annual meeting. Car- 
ried; and Drs. F. R. Payne, Hamilton, and McCord were 
appointed. 

The President appointed Dr. H. R. Payne, of Marshall, to 
deliver the annual address. 

The Secretary, on motion of Dr. Logan, read the delinquent 
list; and, on motion, the resolution of Dr. York, adopted at 
the last meeting, in regard to the expulsion of members for non- 
attendance and unpaid dues, was rescinded; and, further, that 
Dr. Hamilton be directed to open a correspondence with Drs. 
Duncan and Washburn, former Treasurers, and report at next 
meeting the exact state of our finances as far as possible. 

Dr. Banks, Chairman of Board of Censors, reported favor- 
ably on the petition of Dr. Hinkle, and, upon ballot, he was 
unanimously elected. 

Dr. F. R. Payne, Chairman of Committee on Special Sub- 
jects, to be reported on at next meeting, announced the follow- 
ing, and upon the adoption thereof the President appointed the 
gentlemen whose names are opposite the subjects to report 
thereon, viz. :— 


Milk Sickness, Dr. J. M. Logan. 
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Scrofula, Dr. T. D. Washburn. 

Pneumonia, Dr. H. N. Davis. 

Prolapsus Uteri, Dr. C. M. Hamilton. 

Cholera Infantum, Dr. D. W. Stormant. 

Veratrum Viride, Dr. C. Gorham. 

Causes Intermittent Fever, Dr. V. R. Bridges. 

Epidemic Dysentery, Dr. D. Bowers. 

Acute Bronchitis, Dr. T. D. Mitchell. 

Diagnosis in Typhoid and Typhus Fever, Dr. D. O. McCord. 

Use and Abuse of Alcohol, Physiologically Considered, Dr. 
J. M. Hinkle. 

Stomatitis Materna, Dr. J. M. Steele. 

Dr. Chambers offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the Society are grate- 
fully tendered the acting President, Dr. Stormant, for the calm, 
dignified, and courteous manner in which he has conducted the 
proceedings of the present session. Carried by a rising vote 
unanimously. 

Dr. Mitchell, of Darwin, offered the following, viz.:— 

Resolved, That physicians applying for membership to this 
Society, who are not graduates of a regular college, shall be 
required to present to the Censors satisfactory evidence of their 
standing, as physicians, in the regular profession; and such 
evidence shall take the place of an examination on the different 
branches of medicine, and as a thesis. Lays over until annual 
meeting. 

Dr. Chambers, of Charleston, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society are due the proprie- 
tors of this house, for the use thereof during the present meet- 
ing, and are hereby most cordially tendered. Carried. 

It was moved, that a copy of the proceedings of this meeting 
be furnished the North- Western Medical and Surgical Journal, 
and the various papers of Marshall, Charleston, Paris, Pales- 
tine, and the Vincennes Gazette, with the request that they 


publish. 
Adjourned to meet at Grandview, on the 4th Wednesday in 
October. D. W. STORMANT, President. 


Wm. M. Cuampers, Sec. P. T. 
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Annual Meeting of the Henry County Medical Society, held at 
Kewanee, June 5th, 1856, 


Dr. E. Pomeroy, President, being absent, Dr. J. M. Winn, 
Vice-President, was called to the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The following physicians, being present, were proposed as 
proper persons to become members of this Society. 

C. H. Gran, M.D., of Andover, proposed by Dr. O. H. 
Edwards. 

A. A. Dunn, M.D., Cambridge, by Dr. H. Ludington. 


M. G. Lyman, M.D., Geneseo, ditto. 
J. R. Hays, M.D., Rock Island, ditto. 
H. C. Morey, M.D., Geneseo, ditto. 


G. P. Dimmitt, M.D., Cambridge, ditto. 

N. Holton, M.D., Buda, by Dr. Fitch. 

KE. Gaylord, M.D., Kewanee, ditto. 

J.8 war dy M.D., Bradford, by Dr. H. Ludington. 

Applications were referred to Censors, who reported favorably. 

On motion of Dr. Fitch they were received as members. 

Society proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, which resulted as follows :— 

For President, A. A. Dunn, of Cambridge. 

For Vice-President, R. J. Stough, Geneseo. 

For Secretary and Treasurer, ‘I. D. Fitch, Kewanee. 

M. G. Lyman, Geneseo, C. H. Gran, Andover, J. M. Winn, 
Wethersfield, Censors. 

The Annual Address by Dr. Ludington, on the Rise and Pro- 
gress of the Science of Medicine. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, of Rock Island, a vote of thanks was 
paid Dr. Ludington for his address. 

Dr. G. M. Austin, of Kewanee, was proposed by Dr. Fitch ; 
whose proposition was referred to the Censors, who reported 
favorably. On motion of Dr. Fitch, Dr. Austin was admitted 
a member. 

The Committee on Fee Bill reported, and, on motion of Dr. 
Winn, it was taken up seriatim, which resulted as follows :— 
Town visits, $1. 

Each additional visit same day, 50c. 

Office prescriptions, with or without medicine, 50c. to $5. 
Country visits, first mile, $1, each additional mile, 50c. 
Night visits, in addition to the above, 50 per cent. 
Consultation visits in town, $5; in country, mileage. 
Obstetrical cases in town, from $5 to $10. 

In the country, mileage additional. 
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Operations in minor surgery, from 50c. to $5. 
Reducing dislocations, from $3 to $15. 
Amputations, from $5 to $200. 

Venereal cases, from $5 to $50. 

Capital operations, from $25 to $500. 


MEMBERS AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


A. A. Dunn, M. G. Lyman, H. C. Morey, 
R. J. Stough, C. H. Gran, J. R. Hays, 

T. D. Fitch, J. M. Winn, G. P. Dimmitt, 
N. Holton, G. M. Austin, E. Gaylord, 

Hi. Ludington, J. G. Lamper, O. H. Edwards. 


Report of cases by Drs. Dunn, Stough, Fitch, Gran, and 
Hays. 

The following resolution by Dr. Ludington, was read and 
adopted wna voce :— 

1st. That 500 pamphlets be printed, containing the Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws of the Henry County Medical Society; the 
minutes of this meeting; the tariff of charges, with each mem- 
ber’s name attached, and the Code of Ethics. The expense to 
be mutually borne, and each member furnished his proportion 
of said pamphlets. 

2d. That the minutes of this meeting, and the tariff of 
charges with the names attached, be published in the county 
papers, and the W.-W. Medical and Surgical Journal. 

On motion of Dr. Stough, Society adjourned to meet in 
Geneseo, on the first Monday in September, 1856, at 10 o’clock, 
A.M. A. A. DUNN, M.D., President. 

T. D. Frren, M.D., Seeretary. 





EDITORIAL. 





Illinois State Medical Society. 

We devote all the space usually assigned to selected matter 
in the present number of the Journal, to the record of pro- 
ceedings of the State Medical Society, at its recent annual 
meeting. ‘The meeting in Vandalia was a very pleasant one. 
The Committee of Arrangements provided a very good room 
for the accommodation of the Society, and discharged all their 
duties with fidelity. The whole number in attendance was 
about thirty, mostly from the middle and southern counties; 
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indeed, we do not recollect the presence of a single delegate 
from the northern part of the State, except the four from 
Chicago. We think those members of the Society at Joliet, 
Ottawa, Rockford, Mt. Morris, &c., who had taken an active 
part in the previous meetings, committed a great mistake in 
not going to Vandalia. They thereby lost the opportunity of 
visiting one of the most pleasant parts of the State, and of 
forming the acquaintance of a larger number of physicians from 
the southern counties than at any previous meeting. 

The proceedings of the meeting were characterized by the 
most cordial good feeling, and close attention to the proper 
business of the Society. The transactions will be published at 
an early day, and will contain matter of interest to every phy- 
sician in the State. 





Controversy. 

Our paragraph in the May number of this Journal, in rela- 
tion to one in the Buffalo Journal, has called out three more 
pages from Dr. Palmer, in the columns of the Peninsular 
Journal for June. It is a re-hash of his former personal accu- 
sations, diluted to about the fifth Homeepathic attenuation. 

The only remark we have to make on the subject at present, 
is, that any editor who repeatedly publishes to his readers the 
assertions, that his neighbor has used in controversy “false and 
abusive language’’—has made “untruthful statements, false 
accusations, and bitter bursts of feeling’’—has passed “to the 
extreme of rude discourtesy and reckless mis-statements’’—and 
has been “his (the editor’s) unjust accuser, nay his bitter 
traducer:’’ and yet, when called upon to do so, entirely refuses 
to place before his readers the identical language which he thus 
styles ‘false and abusive’’—‘untruthful’’—‘reckless,”’ and 
bitterly traducing, is destitute of those ordinary principles of 
honor which should control the intercourse between intelligent 
men, and is, consequently, unworthy of any notice whatever. 





Professional Changes. 
Thomas D. Mutter, M.D., for many years the able Professor 
of Surgery in Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, has 
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resigned on account of failing health; and Prof. S. D. Gross, 
of Louisville, Ky., has been appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Prof. A. Flint has resigned the Chair of Practice in the Uni- 
versity of Louisville, and accepted the Chair of Clinical Medi- 
cine and Pathology in connection with the Medical Department 
of the University of Buffalo, where he has long resided. 

Prof. H. A. Ackley, who has occupied the Chair of Surgery 
in the Cleveland Medical College, since the organization of the 
School, has resigned. 





New Journal. 

The Western Journal of Medicine, for many years published 
at Louisville, Ky., has been discontinued, and in its place we 
have before us Volume I, Number 1, of the Louisville Review, 
a bi-monthly journal of practical medicine and surgery, edited 
by S. D. Gross, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the University 
of Louisville, and T. G. Richardson, M.D., Demonstrator of 
Anatomy in the University of Louisville. 

The Review contains 144 pages, is gotten up in the best style 
of the typographic art, and from the well-known talent of its 
editors will doubtless command an extensive patronage. The 
present number contains a lengthy review of Mansfield’s 
Memoir on the Life and Services of the late Dr. Drake, accom- 
panied by a good engraved likeness; a review of the Life and 
Times of Dr. August Gottlieb Richter; and of Dr. Budd on 
the Diseases of the Stomach. These are all ably-written and 
interesting papers. It is the design of the editors to give the 
review department of this journal greater prominence than is 
usual with the journals of this country. 





Patent Medicines. 

We ask attention to the following, which first appeared in 
the New York Journal of Medicine and Collateral Sciences. 
It shows very clearly that probably four-fifths of the medicines 
and nostrums, sold under the pretended protection and import- 
ance of a patent or copyright, are entirely destitute of any such 
legal protection and fraudulent. It is a subject on which both 
the profession and the community should be better informed. 
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“ The Sale of Patent Medicines a Violation of Law—JImport- 
ant Communication from the Clerk of the District Court of 
the Northern District of New York. 


“The following correspondence, which we now for the first 
time make public, clearly establishes the fact, that the traffic in 
patent medicines (one of the greatest curses from which the 
community suffers, by the imposition of empirics,) is done under 
the most shallow pretence of legality. It has always been 
a mystery to us how honest men could be so heedless of 
public good, as to legalize the indiscriminate sale of such dan- 
gerous compounds as many of these nostrums are; but we here 
have explained the whole secret. As might have been antici- 
pated, from the character of the men engaged in their manufac- 
ture, the sale of these drugs is effected fraudulently. 

‘“‘We trust some measure will be taken to put a stop to the 
sale of these vile compounds, and bring to justice the violators 
of law, who poison public health and grow rich thereby. As 
these nostrums are not truly patented, the secret of their pre- 
paration being studiously withheld in defiance of the explicit 
declaration of our Patent Laws, we would suggest the passage 
of a law imposing a heavy penalty for the sale of ‘patented’ 
medicines, when in fact they are not patented, and allow half 
the fine recovered to the informer. It would be a truly philan- 
thropic effort, worthy a Howard, or a Mrs. Fry, to secure the 
community from this terrible infliction of the sale and use of 
‘patent’ medicines. 

“We cannot sufficiently express our admiration of Mr. Conk- 
ling’s integrity and enlightened discharge of his official duties. 
For several years he has uniformly refused to grant these appli- 
cations to patent labels, from a conscientious belief in the 
illegality of such proceedings, and a conviction of the worthless 
character of such compounds. During this time he has not 
only sacrificed the income which is due from such grants, but 
incurred the odium and bitter hatred of this miserable class of 
impostors. In behalf of the medical profession we tender our 
acknowledgements for the service he has thus rendered directly 
to the community at large, and indirectly to legitimate medi- 
cine. 

“From the annexed ‘circular,’ it will be seen that Mr. 
Conkling’s views of the Patent Laws are endorsed by the State 
Department, and instructions in conformity therewith have been 
promptly issued by Mr. Secretary Marcy.—KHds. New York 
Journal of Medicine.” 


“Burrato, March, 1856. 
“‘ Dear Sir—Will you do me the personal favor to furnish 
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me with a written statement of your views on the subject of 
copyrights for labels, etc., as expressed to me in a conversation 
yesterday. 

“Coming from a gentleman of your rank and position, I am 
certain that they would possess interest; and I would like to 
give them aggre | through some of our medical journals. 

“Sincerely wishing that the public had many more such 
faithful servants, I remain yours truly, 

FRANK H. HAMILTON. 

AURELIAN CONKLING, Esq.” 


“ CLERK’s OFFICE, Dist. Court of the U. S., for 
the Northern District of New York. 
BuFFa.o, March 18, 1856. 


“ Dear Sir—I am much obliged for the interest manifested 
by you in the subject with which I lately troubled you; and 
although it is probable that in your politeness you over-estimate 
the importance of the views expressed to you, and of those con- 
tained in my letter to the Hon. 8. G. Haven, still it is possible 
that they may be useful to others, and I therefore proceed to 
repeat them here, for such use as you may deem expedient. I 
am much pleased with the polite interest you manifest in the 
subject under consideration, because I regret to say I have 
heretofore experienced very different treatment from some per- 
sons who have found their way into your profession, and who 
not only so far forgot their professional obligations as to manu- 
facture nostrums, but who are also guilty of low abuse of an 
officer whose sense of duty would not admit of his being made 
instrumental, improperly, in imposing their mixtures upon the 
public. 

“The immediate purpose of my letter to our representative 
in Congress, was to invoke the attention of the Department of 
State to what, it seems to me, is a great abuse and perversion 
of the provisions of law in relation to copyrights. The subject 
of copyrights is under the general supervision and control of 
the State Department of the United States; and officers who 
have subordinate duties to perform must, to some extent, be 
subject to directions and instructions from that department. 
Applications are frequently made to me to record, under the 
provisions of law above alluded to, labels of medicines, com- 
pounds, and mixtures, of different grades of pretension, from an 
‘elixir of life,’ or a ‘diarrhoea cordial,’ to a hair-dye or a 
corn-salve. 

“Upon the occurrence of the first application of this sort, a 
number of years ago, being asked my reasons for refusing to 
treat the subject as one embraced in the provisions of the Act, 
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entitled ‘An Act to amend the several Acts respecting copy 
rights,’ I made the following reply, a recital in part of which 
will express the views which have ever since governed me upon 
the subject. 

“*T am sorry that my views of the Act of Congress, above- 
mentioned, are such as to interfere with your interest or wishes. 

‘It is not the province of Clerk of the District Court to grant 
anything. His duties are ministerial, and upon the subject of 
copyrights he is bound to do what he is directed to do by the 
Act of Congress. 

‘If I should record the label sent by you, and should send 
you a certificate of the fact, I would thereby grant you nothing, 
nor would you gain anything, unless the Act of Congress em- 
braces such a subject. 

‘I have examined with considerable care the Act of Congress 
abovementioned, and I will state some of my views upon it, 
from which you will infer that I do not think proper to record 
a label under that Act. 

‘My opinion is, that the map, chart, musical composition, 
print, cut, or engraving, must have a value as such, and be 
intended for sale as such; that whichever it may be, print, cut, 
or engraving, 7¢ must have a title applicable to itself, which 
is to be recorded. 

‘I am also of opinion that the Act of Congress was designed 
to promote the acquisition and diffusion of knowledge, and to 
encourage the production and publication of works of art, the 
general purpose being to advance the people in civilization and 
refinement. 

‘I think, furthermore, that, by the Act to which I have 
referred, Congress did not intend to prevent the imitations of 
the stamps and labels of any manufactured article, or goods, or 
merchandise. That is a subject of such extensive interest and 
importance, that, if it had been the intention of Congress to 
embrace it in the provisions of the law, that intention would 
have been distinctly and unequivocally manifested. It is not 
likely, however, that such a provision by Congress will ever be 
found so much out of place as it would be in An Act to amend 
the several Acts respecting COPYRIGHTS. 

‘Furthermore, : am quite certain that Congress did not 
intend that this Act should be so prostituted as to be made 
instrumental in deluding the ignorant and inconsiderate into the 
purchase and use of the various nostrums, catholicons, and 
panaceas, which are so much worse than useless to the com- 
munity.’ 

“It is the practice, I am informed, in many of the Judicial 
Districts, to make records of such labels as are abovementioned, 

















EDITORIAL. 841 


and I suppose it is done to avoid the trouble and ill-will 
engendered by a refusal. It is entirely clear, however, that 
such a practice is not in accordance with the intention and 
design of the Act of Congress abovementioned; and I have no 
doubt that if the mischiefs of the practice were realized, it 
would be discontinued. 

‘The course of proceeding abovementioned, is that by which 
almost the whole number of the miscalled ‘patent medicines’ 
are brought forth. It would seem to be unnecessary to state, 
that there is no force or validity whatever in this proceeding 
for such pretended purpose. 

‘“‘There are means provided in the Patent Laws for securing 
to any individual the exclusive right to ‘any new and useful 
art, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any 
new and useful improvement on any art, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter,’ which he may invent: and the 
necessary requirements, in order to accomplish the purposes, 
are clearly and definitely prescribed as follows—‘ But before 
any inventor shall receive a patent for‘any such new invention 
or discovery, he shall deliver a written description-of his inven- 
tion or discovery, and of the manner and process of making, 
constructing, using, and compounding the same, in such full, 
clear, and exact terms, avoiding unnecessary prolixity, as to 
enable a person skilled in the art or science to which it pertains, 
or with which it is most clearly connected, to make, construct, 
and use the same.’ 

“The Act also provides, that the inventor shall accompany 
his application ‘with specimens of ingredients, and of the com- 
position of matter, sufficient in quantity for the purpose of 
experiment, where in¥ention or discovery is of composition of 
matter.’ The Act also provides, that the applicant shall make 
oath, that he does not know or believe that the composition of 
matter was ever before known or used. These, and the other 
requirements of the law being complied with, provision is made 
for a critical examination into the merits and character of the 
alleged invention; and ‘if the commissioner shall deem it to 
be sufficiently useful and important, it shall be his duty to issue 
a patent therefor.’ This, it will be perceived, is a different 
course of procedure from that of filing a label, not even indica- 
tive of the character of the compound it is to cover. The law, 
it will be perceived, provides for a truthful statement of the 
ingredients and proportions of every patented compound. The 
purposes and effect of the provision are twofold. In the first 
place, the means are afforded for an intelligent and careful 
examination into the compound, in order to determine whether 
it is worthy of the countenance of the Government; and, 
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secondly, after the termination of the duration of the privileges 
secured by the letters patent, the necessary knowledge is at 
hand to make the invention directly available to the public, by 
furnishing to all a knowledge of its ingredients and mode of 
preparation. Moreover, the ‘letters patent’ themselves, in 
accordance with their true purport, contain a plain statement 
of these particulars. There is something open in these require- 
ments, and in the whole course of proceeding marked out in 
relation to patents; and the fact is, just as one would suppose, 
that there are really very few ‘patent medicines.’ Those medi- 
cines, sold as such, are nearly all of them utterly destitute of 
any real basis for the pretence under which they are imposed 
upon the public. 

“Tf the practice of recording labels of medicines shall be dis- 
continued in the clerk’s offices, one important step will be taken 
towards clearing away the delusion which prevails upon the 
subject. And if your profession, with that true regard for the 
general public good which characterizes its worthy members, 
will take the subject in hand, I have no doubt that you can 
obtain the enactment of penalties against the sale of any medi- 
cines under the pretence that they are, when in truth they are 
not, patent medicines. There has been legislation to prevent the 
adulteration of medicines; but it seems to me, that it is a more 
important end to shield the people against the miserable mix- 
tures which, as things are now managed, are, by the apparent 
encouragement of the Government, imposed upon them. I 
regret, dear Sir, that this letter has necessarily been so hasty ; 
I do not mean, however, to intimate that its positions are not 


deliberately taken. Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Dr. Frank H. Hamitron.” AURELIAN CONKLING. 
“CIRCULAR. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wasuinaton, April 11, 1856. 


Clerk of the District Court of the United States. 

“ Sir—The Act of Congress, approved February 3, 1831, enti- 

tled, ‘An Act to amend the several Acts respecting copy-rights,’ 

is ‘An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing 

the copies of maps, charts, and books, etc., to the authors and 

proprietors of such copies;’ and inasmuch as mere Jabels are 

not comprehended within the meaning of said Act, you will for 

the future refuse, in all cases, to record or issue a certificate for 
the same under said Act. I am, Sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
W. L. Marcy.” 














